
Hassocks Infant School 

Spelling workshop 
2024



Aims

•To understand to new spelling programme in Year 2.

•To get a better understanding of how we teach 

spelling.

•To be equipped with ways to support your child with 

spelling at home.

•To look at how reading is taught in Year 2.



Little Wandle Spelling builds on children’s 
knowledge of the alphabetic code and teaches them 
how to spell with confidence. 

The programme provides a seamless link from the 
core Little Wandle programme in Reception and 

Year 1 to teaching spelling in Year 2.

The aim is to create confident spellers.

Little Wandle Spelling programme



Progression

Autumn 1

Phase 5 review
 (Five weeks)

Autumn 2

Bridge to 
spelling 

(Five weeks)

Spring & 
summer terms

Spelling 
(20 weeks)



What’s the same what’s different?

SAME

Terminology: Digraphs, 
trigraphs, phonemes, graphemes, 
GPC

Segmenting skills.

Using sound buttons

Structure of the lessons: 
Review, teach, practise and apply.

DIFFERENT

Some terminology has 
changed.

More time at tables doing 
independent learning.

More self-directed tasks:  
Ready for Year 3.

Complete the code chart



Prickly spellings - Tricky words are now prickly spellings!

Homophones

Common and less common spellings.

Vowel sounds

Suffixes and Root words 

Terminology



What a phonics session looks like…

Sessions are more self directed to prepare children for 
KS2 learning and mainly taught at tables.

 The children are taught daily for around 30 minutes. 

Revisit- practice previous spelling rules. 

Teach-  either a a prickly word, set of homophones or unusual 
spelling patterns (e.g kn and gn) . 

Practise- practise reading in words and adding sound buttons 
to words.

Apply – spell some words or write a dictated sentence.
 







Best bet



Adding sound buttons



Next: Circle the sound kn



What do you notice about kn?



Writing and correcting 
spellings



Dictation

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/weekly-reading-and-phonics/little-wandle-spelling/little-wandle-spelling-units/resources/


Prickly spellings



How do we teach reading?



Reading practice sessions are: 

 timetabled three times a week 

 taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant

 taught in small groups.

 Some children are still reading 

Little Wandle books to build they’re 

fluency however some will be on 
free choice books. 

How do we teach reading?



This means that your child 
should: 

✓ Know all the sounds and 
prickly words in their book 
well

✓ Read many of the words by 
silent blending (in their head) 
– their reading will be 
automatic

We use assessment to match your child 

the right level of book. 



How can you support your child at 
home?



Reading a book and chatting had a 
positive impact a year later on children’s 
ability to…

understand words and sentences

use a wide range of vocabulary

develop listening comprehension skills.

 Learning about the world, other 
cultures and different peoples.

The most important thing you can do is 
read with your child!

‘The amount of books children were 
exposed to by age 6 was a positive 
predictor of their reading ability two years 
later.’
Parental involvement in the development of children’s 
reading skills:  A five-year longitudinal study (2002) 
Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



The shared book is for 

YOU to read together:
 Make the story sound as exciting as you 

can by changing your voice.

 Introduce new and exciting language and 
talk about authors choices.

 Encourage your child to link their book to 
others they have already read.

 Talk about how characters are feeling and 
their actions and linking this to words in 
the story.

Read to your child



Any questions?
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