
Supporting your child with speaking 
and listening, reading and writing  



The Early Years Foundation Stage 
(EYFS) 

Literacy:  
Specific Area:  
 
ÅReading and Writing  
ÅLetters and Sounds  
ÅDeveloping essential skills 
and knowledge  
  

Communication and Language  
Prime Area  
ÅListening and Attention  
ÅUnderstanding  
ÅSpeaking 
ÅCrosses over into all other 
areas of development.  



Communication and Language 

     Talk (speaking and listening) is absolutely vital for a 
childõs development ð the more the better!  

Á Talk allows children to make sense of the world  

Á Talk allows interaction with others  

Á Talk enables deeper thinking through sharing of ideas  

Á Talk is an important part of problem solving  

Á Talk is essential to develop vocabulary  

Á Talk allows imaginary play  

Á Children use talk to organise, sequence, clarify thinking, 
ideas, feelings and events  

Á Listening skills are essential in communication, reading and 
writing ð in fact we practise these before anything else!  

 



ÅTalk partners -  Gives 
everyone a chance to talk and 
share their ideas with others 

ð especially good for 
developing confidence  

ÅCircle Time -  take turns to 
talk individually, build 
confidence over time.  
Å Also encourages the 

children to listen to others.  

ÅCarpet sessions -  
Understanding that 
they are part of a 

larger group and not 
everyone can talk at 

once ð listening is 
just as important  

ÅRole- play-  use their 
experiences in their role -

play. 
Å Use words, sentences, 

gestures, different 
voices, accents!  

 

ÅWow Box/Wow 
Slips 

Speaking in 
front of a group 
and talking about 

their 
achievements 

instils a sense of 
pride and boosts 

confidence  



How can we support our children?  

ÅGive your child opportunities to play in 
role. Join in and enjoy the game!  
ÅCook, build, make, sing and have fun 
just playing together - narrate what 
you are doing 
Å Ask the children how and why they 
are doing things, the choices they 
make and how they feel. Open 
questions help them to think  

ÅTry and use vocabulary that is as 
correct as possible eg. Dog rather than 
doggie to develop vocabulary  
ÅDonõt be scared to use long words ð 
children love to explore language!  
ÅIf a child has a limited vocabulary they 
will find it more difficult to express 
their emotions  as well as develop their 
reading and writing. A child cannot write 
a word they donõt know exists. 





Literacy -Reading 
ÅReading should always be fun and 
enjoyable!  
Å It involves a wide range of skills 
from understanding story structures, 
characters and sequences of events 
to decoding the words.  
ÅThey need to understand that text 
carries meaning and can give 
information as well as tell stories.  

ÅReading should always be 
shared at a time that is 
appropriate for all involved.  
Å Choose a time when you 
are not rushed and your 
child is not tired and is full 
of enthusiasm. Leave it for 
another time if your child is 
reluctant or you have had a 
long day!  



Letters and Sounds  
Å Phonics is a tool for decoding and encoding words or reading and 

writing the actual letters and words. It is the mechanics of 
reading and writing and as such just a small part of the whole 
process. 

Å We plan our own phonics sessions using a mix of programmes 
called Letters & Sounds, Jolly Phonics and Phonics Play which 
links the letter to a sound, action and shape and uses fun songs, 
games and activities to support children's learning. We use real 
objects to introduce new sounds to give children an interactive 
experience  

Å The children learn from an early stage how to blend the sounds 
together for reading and segment the sounds for writing. This 
needs to be done orally first before the children can write it.  

Å Playing with sounds, words and rhymes is an essential part of the 
process.   

 



Does one size fit all?  

No one method suits all learners in any context  

Å Phonics is not the be all and end all but mastery can unlock 
reading and most particularly the spelling system.   

ÅPhonics Based Books are good for supporting childrenõs 
learning in phonics but to support comprehension, core 
books are essential.  

Å Is phonics essential to reading? Sometimes. Remember 
there are lots of words that are not phonetically 
decodable (the, was, I). Children need a range of 
strategies  rather than become dependent on phonics alone  

Å Children learn at different stages, but please be assured 
that your child will be supported or challenged, personal to 
their own learning.   



Literacy -Writing  
ÅChildren need to understand why we 
write and have a purpose for their 
writing.   
ÅChildren need to see other people 
writing around them as role models for 
writing behaviour. At home this could 
be writing shopping lists, letters, 
cards etc. Children love to copy adult 
behaviour and will happily write their 
own shopping lists etc.  

ÅValue all marks that are made.  
ÅBuild the childrenõs confidence to 
ôhave a goõ at writing/mark making.   
ÅEncourage the attitude that itõs 
OK to make a mistake ð it means 
weõre about to learn something new!     
 



ÅChildren are more likely to write if they are motivated by the subject 
matter so making their own Frozen books, Superhero Comics or lists of 
their favourite toys etc is always a good idea.  
 
ÅChildren need to have the confidence to ôhave a goõ at writing first 
before they can develop their correct letter formation and understand 
what letters and sounds they need to write .  


